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Certificate of 

Advanced Studies 

 

 

Overview 



 

 
 

Never before have so many people worldwide been dependent on humanitarian action as 

they are today. At the same time, the sector is facing drastic budget cuts and an 

increasing number of protracted crises that tie up human and financial resources 

for years. In this challenging landscape, greater emphasis is being placed on topics 

such as anticipatory humanitarian action and Localization in order to ensure the 

long-term quality and effectiveness of humanitarian efforts. 

Our Certificate of Advanced Studies (CAS) not only provides you with a solid 

foundation in humanitarian action, but also practical knowledge on key topics such 

as Localization, anticipatory humanitarian action, and environmental sustainability 

in the humanitarian context. 

Thanks to our modular course system, you can flexibly tailor your continuing 

education to your professional background and level of experience—whether you are 

new to the sector or already have advanced knowledge. 

 

Competence Profile 

 

As the humanitarian sector becomes more complex and professionalized, expectations 

for staff to plan and implement operations effectively are steadily increasing. 

To meet these demands, the Certificate of Advanced Studies (CAS) in Humanitarian 

Action equips you with essential skills across the core areas of humanitarian work. 

In addition to building a solid understanding of key concepts, the program provides 

practical knowledge of major actors, funding mechanisms, and coordination structures 

within the humanitarian system. You will also learn how to apply recognized quality 

standards and develop project management skills that ensure humanitarian 

interventions are impact-oriented from the outset and guided by measurable 

indicators. 

The CAS further allows you to tailor your learning by deepening your foundational 

knowledge with sector-specific expertise. 

A  focus of the program is Localization: you'll explore the tools and strategies 

needed to initiate and support change processes and critically examine existing 

humanitarian practices. At the same time, you’ll learn innovative approaches to 

meaningfully involve and empower local partners. 

Another emphasis is on anticipatory approaches and practical tools that foster a 

more forward-looking, less reactive humanitarian system. Special attention is given 

to the use and interpretation of geodata in planning and decision-making. 

 

Learning outcomes 

 

 Understand and apply core principles, standards, and frameworks of 

humanitarian action 

 Gain practical knowledge of established tools, methods, and best practices in 

humanitarian project management 

 Critically assess the strengths and limitations of current approaches in 

humanitarian response 

 Develop sector-specific expertise to address contextual challenges across 

different areas of humanitarian action 



 

Teaching and Learning Methodology 

 

 Online and on-site trainings 

 Lectures 

 Group work 

 Group discussion 

 Case studies 

 Group presentations 

 Exchange-Workshops 

 

Examination Formats 

 

 Written exam (open questions, multiple choice questions) 

 Oral examination (individual or group work) 

 Final presentations in the course 

 

Instructors  

 

Our instructors are experienced trainers who have several years of experience in 

humanitarian action or development policy practice as well as experience in teaching 

and leading workshops and trainings 

 

Target Audience 

 

Thanks to its modular system, our certificate is suitable for both entry-level and 

career changers, as well as employees in humanitarian organizations with ( several 

years of) practical experience. 

 

Accredation 

 

The Certificate of Advanced Studies (CAS) is a continuing education qualification 

at the master’s level, totaling 10 ECTS credits. To earn the CAS, you complete five 

Intensive Training Programs (ITPs) of your choice. Each ITP is worth 1 ECTS credit, 

adding up to 5 ECTS in total. You can freely choose the courses that best match your 

interests and professional needs. After finishing the five ITPs, you complete the 

program with a final written essay, which accounts for the remaining 5 ECTS credits. 

 

Quality Control 

 

To ensure the quality of the courses, there is the possibility to give feedback 

after each course by means of an anonymous and standardized evaluation procedure. 

The evaluations are immediately assessed and flow into the qualitative development 

of the course offer, the selection of trainers and the organization of the program.  

 

Location 

 

The courses will be held online or in different locations in Germany. The locations 

are indicated in the course section. 



 

Application and Fees 

 

You need to apply for each individual course of your certificate via the registration 

button in the course section. Please note that some courses are free of charge and 

others charge a participation fee. Spots are allocated according to availability. 

If a course is fully booked, kindly register for another one. Course participants 

must cover the costs for own transportation, meals besides the course catering, and 

accommodation. A list of cost-effective accommodation options can be provided by 

the course organizers. 

 

Schedule 

 

Courses are offered on a rolling basis. Over time, more courses will be added meaning 

that you can start your certificate whenever you want. The schedule for your 

Certificate of Advanced Studies is flexible, just like we are. You can register for 

any of the unlocked courses that fit in your schedule. You will be the first to know 

when a new course is offered via our newsletter (insert Link). You can also decide 

at any time whether you would like to complete a "Certificate of Advanced Studies" 

after taking individual courses. It is only important that you take part in the 

exams of the training. 

 

Application  

 

Completing a Certificate of Advanced Studies involves a two-step process. First, 

you must complete five ITP-format courses, each worth one ECTS credit. Then you can 

register for the final exam as a 10- to 15-page essay by emailing proof of completion 

of the five courses to aha-anmeldungen(at)akademie.ruhr-uni-bochum.de. We will email 

you all the information relevant to the final exam, along with a selection of 

possible essay topics. Once you have passed the final exam, we will issue your 

certificate immediately. 

 

Information 

 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact us using at aha-

anmeldungen(at)akademie.ruhr-uni-bochum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Akademie der Ruhr-Universität gGmbH 

 

Suttner-Nobel-Allee 4 (Opelring 1) 

44803 Bochum-Laer 

Germany 



 

Tel.:  +49 234 32-24103 

Fax.: +49 234 32-14255 

Website: www.aha-trainings.de  

E-Mail: support@aha-trainings.de  
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